Awards honour entrepreneurial spirit
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ST. C ATHARINES -- The Niagara Entrepreneur of the Year Awards gala on Feb. 18 is set to showcase the region's excellence in entrepreneurship. 

At the Sheraton Fallsview Hotel reception in Niagara Falls, 37 nominees are competing for seven of the prestigious awards. 

"As usual, we have a great selection of nominees," said nominations committee chair Stan Pride. "This happens every year, and it seems every time we turn around there's more." 

Awards are be presented in innovative small business, established enterprise, technological innovation, tourism enterprise, family enterprise, international trade and emerging entrepreneur categories. 

Pride said the challenge for organizers is to get as diverse a group of nominees as possible. 

"We try not to have too many in any one category," Pride said. "And I also think the emerging entrepreneurs, and the range of things they're into in Niagara, is always a great category." 

"So many are prepared to put their money and (personal) lives on the line for the passions they have in a business." 

Bestowed awards will also be presented to Tom Rankin (lifetime achievement), Sandra Murre (community contribution), M.K. Rittenhouse (historical hall of fame) and Scott Riesebosch (Niagara Original). 

The 17th annual awards were established in 1994 to recognize the cream of Niagara entrepreneurship. 

It's supported by a committee of volunteers from the region's corporate, education and economic development sectors. 

Tickets for the gala and dinner cost $95 each and reserved tables of 10 are available. 

Phone 905-688-5757, e-mail info@niagaraentrepreneur.com or download an order form at www.niagaraentrepreneur.com. 
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