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Three Trailblazers to receive top honours at the Niagara Entrepreneur of the Year Awards

St. Catharines, Ont. (January, 2011) – Niagara business will be in the spotlight on Friday, February 18th, 2011 when three trailblazers will be recognized for their contributions to Niagara’s economy.  These business leaders are: Tom Rankin, Sandra Murre and the late M.K. Rittenhouse.  The awards are bestowed annually and presented at the Niagara Entrepreneur of the Year Gala Awards Presentation.

Lifetime Achievement Hall of Fame Award - Presented by Brock University, Faculty of Business

Tom Rankin

As president of Rankin Construction, Tom Rankin has made significant contributions to the development of the Niagara Region’s infrastructure over the past 32 years. In addition to constructing bridges, roads and waterways, Tom has expanded his business to include handling radioactive waste and the building of renewable energy projects. Founded in 1978 by Tom Rankin and Dave Stephens under the original name Stephens and Rankin Construction, the company was renamed in 1991 as Rankin Construction after Stephens sold his shares. Tom’s entrepreneurial spirit has allowed him to expand in his field and move his company in new directions by focusing on renewable energy projects. He exemplifies how combining vision, innovation and technology can not only grow a company, but a community. 

Community Contribution Award

Sandra Murre

Community involvement is extremely important to Sandra Murre, incorporating it in every aspect of her life, including her business. Currently Sandra sits on the Niagara West YMCA’s board and is a part of their Capital Campaign. Other current causes that Sandra is involved with include New Hope Church Niagara, the Niagara Community Foundation and Engineers without Borders, which brought her to Zambia last year. Sandra is the Founder and CEO of Jordan Engineering and has built her company around giving back, with the “Spirit of Generosity” included in their core values. Sandra not only contributes her time but also donates one third of her company’s profits to the organizations she is affiliated with. For Sandra, volunteering is a rewarding experience because she is always learning from the people and organizations she’s involved with. It is for this reason that Sandra’s company also created and abides by the core value, “Empowerment integrated with Accountability”, particularly when selecting organizations to partner with. 

Historical Hall of Fame Award

M.K. Rittenhouse

Born in Vineland, Moses Kensley Rittenhouse continued his family’s legacy in the area as the great great grandson of one of the first settlers in Twenty Valley and the son of a farmer and Mennonite minister. Moving to Jordan Station, Moses’ entrepreneurial spirit emerged, establishing M.K. Rittenhouse in 1914 after seeing a need for agricultural spraying equipment in the booming tender fruit region in Niagara.  Despite fluctuations in the agricultural industry, Moses’ persistence and ingenuity allowed his business to grow and see the first of many patents for spraying machines. Beyond his business, Moses made lasting contributions to his community and was instrumental in the establishment of Jordan Museum of the Twenty.  Moses has left a lasting legacy as M.K. Rittenhouse remains in operation and continues to grow.

Tickets for the Niagara Entrepreneur of the Year Awards Gala Awards Dinner on Friday, February 18, 2011 can be purchased by calling 905.688.5757, by email info@niagaraentrepreneur.com or download a ticket order form at www.niagaraentrepreneur.com . Tickets are $95 each and reserved tables of ten are available.

Sponsors of the 2010 Niagara Entrepreneur of the Year Awards are:
Title Sponsor
CIBC              

Award Sponsors
Brock University - Faculty of Business, Durward Jones Barkwell & Co. LLP, Niagara College, Niagara Economic Development Corporation, Prime Way Group of Companies, Sullivan Mahoney Lawyers and Telus 

Platinum Sponsor
Sun Media, The Standard – The Tribune – The Review 

Gold Sponsors
Caters Design Group, Fagan Media Group, Gotcha Covered, Niagara AV Systems, Enterprise Canada and TV Cogeco 

Silver Sponsors
Business Niagara Magazine, Minuteman Press, Niagara Regional Broadband Network, Sheryl Thornton Photography and Women in Leadership and Business

Wine Sponsor
John Howard Cellars of Distinction
Alumni Supporters
Michelle Auger - Finesse Interior Design and Home Decor, Roy Cairns - Charlesway Corporation, Laurence & Steve Cohen - Salit Steel, A Division of Myer Salit Ltd., Dominic Girotti - Hy-Grade Precast Concrete, Doug Frazer – Frazer Holdings Ltd., Jim & Wendy Garrington – Shark Marine Technologies, Jonh LaPenna - LaPennaCo Super Centre, Ruedi Hafen – Niagara Helicopters Ltd., Dragan Matovic - Halex Ventures Inc., Rob Neill – Durward Jones Barkwell & Company LLP, Angelo Nitsopoulos - Heart of Niagara Hotels, Janie Palmer - J.P. Marketing and Event Planning, Andy Panko, Associated Brownfileds Inc., John Howard - John Howard Cellars of Distinction, Dennis Parass - Handling Specialties, Joseph, Anthony Rodway - Aero Safe Technologies Inc., Nancy Schappert – Niagara Inflatables & Games Inc.,  Margie Spence - Royal LePage Niagara Real Estate Centre, Glenn Stansfield - Fleet Canada Inc., Roy Timms - Timbor Design Build Contractors, Peter Vieveen - North American Traffic Inc., John & Norris Walker – Walker Industries Holdings Limited, Ed Werner - Brox Company Ltd. 
Supporters
Artell Development Inc., Bullet Media Niagara, Business Development Bank of Canada, Club Roma and Upper Canada Consultants

About the Niagara Entrepreneur of the Year Awards
The Niagara Entrepreneur of the Year Awards were established in 1994 to recognize the achievements, excellence and innovation of Niagara's entrepreneurs. The awards are supported by a committee of volunteers from Niagara's corporate, education and economic development sectors.  The men and women who have been recognized through these awards exemplify the true spirit of entrepreneurship. Through hard work, determination, creativity and resourcefulness, they have established new ventures or lead existing ones into renewed growth.  Since 1994 the Niagara Entrepreneur of the Year Awards program has recognized 652 entrepreneurs from the Niagara region and 215 entrepreneurs have received the prestige’s Niagara Entrepreneur of the Year Award.  The program continues to grow annually and garners extensive exposure within Niagara's business community and from the media.

To learn more about the Niagara Entrepreneur of the Year Awards, log on to www.niagaraentrepreneur.com.
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Stephen Murdoch

Enterprise Canada

Phone: (289) 241-3997

E-mail: smurdoch@enterprisecanada.com.  

