
 
 

Fact Sheet 
 

Overview 
 
• Established in 1994, the Niagara Entrepreneur of the Year Awards recognizes enterprising people 

whose entrepreneurial businesses have made significant differences in the community.   

• 2011 marks the 18th anniversary of the Awards program. 
• The Niagara Entrepreneur of the Year Awards ceremony celebrates the successes and 

accomplishments of Niagara's best and brightest entrepreneurs and business leaders. 
• The goal of the program is to draw special attention to local entrepreneurs who, through hard work, 

determination, creativity and resourcefulness, have established new ventures or reinvented existing 
ones in the community. 

• Dating back to 1994, the Niagara Entrepreneur of the Awards program has received more than 686 
nominations in fields ranging from crop management services to leading-edge biotechnology.   

• Since the project’s inception in 1994, 226 local entrepreneurs have been recognized through the 
awards program. 

• Thirty-Three (35) entrepreneurs have been inducted into the Niagara Entrepreneur of the Year Awards 
Hall of Fame for their lifetime achievements. 

• The Awards Gala Dinner is attended annually by 500 guests, and remains a high-profile achievement 
within the Niagara community. 

Sponsors of the 2011 Niagara Entrepreneur of the Year Awards include: 

Title Sponsor 
CIBC               

Award Sponsors 
Brock University - Faculty of Business, Durward Jones Barkwell & Co. LLP, Niagara College, Niagara 
Economic Development Corporation, Niagara Helicopters Ltd., Prime Way Group of Companies, 
Sullivan Mahoney Lawyers and Telus  
Platinum Sponsor 
Sun Media, The Standard – The Tribune – The Review  

Gold Sponsors 
Caters Design Group, Fagan Media Group, Niagara Artists Centre, Enterprise Canada, Niagara AV 
Systems, TV Cogeco, Gotcha Covered 

Silver Sponsors 
Business Niagara Magazine, Niagara Regional Broadband Network, Sheryl Thornton Photographer, 
Minuteman Press  



Alumni Supporters 
Michelle Auger - Finesse Interior Design and Home Decor, Roy Cairns - Charlesway Corporation, 
Laurence & Steve Cohen - Salit Steel, A division of Myer Salit Ltd., Dominic Girotti - Hy-Grade Precast 
Concrete, Doug Frazer – Frazer Holdings Ltd., Jim & Wendy Garrington – Shark Marine Technologies, 
John LaPenna - LaPennaCo Super Centre, Ruedi Hafen – Niagara Helicopters Ltd., Dragon Matovic - 
Halex Ventures Inc., Rob Neill – Durward Jones Barkwell & Company LLP, Angelo, Nitsopoulos - Heart 
of Niagara Hotels, Janie Palmer - J.P. Marketing and Event Planning, Dr. Andy Panko - Associated 
Brownfields Inc., John Howard - John Howard Cellars of Distinction, Dennis Parass - Handling 
Specialties, Anthony Rodway - Aero Safe Technologies Inc., Nancy Schappert – Niagara Inflatables & 
Games Inc.,  Margie Spence - Royal LePage Nigara Real Estate Centre, Glenn Stansfield - Fleet Canada 
Inc, Roy Timms - Timbro Design Build Contractors, Peter Vieveen - North American Traffic Inc., John & 
Norris Walker – Walker Industries Holdings Limited, Ed Werner - Brox Company Ltd.  

Supporters 
Artell Developments Inc., Bullet Media Niagara, Business Development Bank of Canada, 
Sandorligetfalvy.com, Upper Canada Consultants 

Wine Sponsor 
John Howard Cellars of Distinction 
 
Web Site 
Additional information can be found on the Niagara Entrepreneur of the Year Awards Web site: 
www.niagaraentrepreneur.com 

For Pre-Event and Post-Event Interviews Contact 
Keith Cumming, Chairman, Niagara Entrepreneur of the Year Awards Phone: (905) 732.5445 x 500.  E-
mail:  kcumming@primewaycompanies.com. 
What past award recipients are saying about the Niagara Entrepreneur of the Year Awards… 
“It is a huge honour to be recognized for the Lifetime Achievement Award by the Niagara Entrepreneur 
of the Year Awards. I share this with the many people in and outside the Niagara wine industry who have 
made so many contributions to my career  
The Niagara region and the wine industry in particular are veritable hotbeds of entrepreneurial activity 
and key drivers of the Niagara and provincial economy. I would like to congratulate the Awards 
committee and all of the sponsors for continuing to celebrate entrepreneurialism in Niagara” 
 
Donald Triggs 
Owner of Jackson Triggs Winery 
Award Recipient of the Niagara Entrepreneur of the Year Awards  
(2007 Lifetime Achievement Award) 
 
“Many thanks to the sponsors; I am sure that without them this event wouldn’t be possible.  I hope they 
realize just how much they are assisting entrepreneurial business in the Niagara Region.  It is certainly a 
boost in this difficult economy.” 
Lezlie Murch 
Owner Niagara Academy of Sports 
Award Recipient of the Niagara Entrepreneur of the Year Awards 
(2009 Innovative Small Business Award) 
 
“Thanks very much for the award; it is like winning a gold medal!” 
Ted Hoxie 



Owner Beatties Basic 
Award Recipient of the Niagara Entrepreneur of the Year Awards 
(2009 Family Enterprise Award) 


